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Acre 2016 Merlot, Napa Valley

Key Facts

Harvest Date September 18, 2016

Varietal Composition 100% Merlot                                    

Cooperage Oak Demptos, Seuin Moreau, Sansaud 
 80% new/18 months

Alcohol 14.9%

PH 3.33

Total Acidity 6.68 g/L

Bottled August 24, 2018

Tasting Notes
This outstanding expression of  Merlot demonstrates just how satisfying Napa 
Valley Merlot can be when grown in just the right location.

Dark garnet in color with complex aromas of  dense black cherry and ripe plum, 
with hints of  sage and leather and a touch of  earthy minerality. These ripe fruit 
characteristics carry over in the mouth with a firm layered expression. The classic 
structure, fine tannins and ample acidity give a very Bordeaux like impression. The 
long flavorful finish is especially noteworthy.

Growing Region – Oak Knoll AVA
At the Southern end of  the Napa Valley the Oak Knoll AVA’s proximity to the San 
Pablo Bay results in a climate that is cool but just warm enough to ripen Bordeaux 
red grapes. It is simply ideal for earlier ripening varietals such as Merlot. 

Its vineyards are among the very first in Napa Valley, going back to 1852 when 
Captain Joseph W. Osborne brought cuttings of  European varietals to establish the 
vineyard he named Oak Knoll.

Oak Knoll also plays a special role in the history of  ACRE wines as Dave Becker, 
one of  the founders of  ACRE, planted his first one acre vineyard in the Oak Knoll 
AVA in 2002, a hundred fifty years after Captain Osborne.

Vintage
2016 was a near perfect growing season. Bud break was early, and the vines 
progressed two or three weeks ahead of  schedule going into summer when the mild 
July and August weather allowed for extra hang time. Then September’s warm 
weather allowed the fruit to reach complete maturity with great color, resolved 
tannins and fresh acidity.
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